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§ 220. In OE,, especially in the later period, a svara-
bhakti vowel was often developed between r or 1-f c, g, or
h; and between r, 1, d, or t-f-w. In the former case the
quality of the vowel thus developed regulated itself after
the quality of the stem-vowel. In the latter case it fluc-
tuated between 11 (o) and e, rarely a. The development of
a similar vowel in these consonant combinations also took
place in OS. and OHG. Examples are: nom. sing, burug,
buruh (OS. OHG. burug) beside burg, burh (OS. OHG.
burg), city; but dat. sing, and nom. plural byrig beside
byrg ; byriga beside byrga, bail, surety; fyligan beside
fylgan, to follow; myrigf> beside myrgj>, mirth; styric
beside styrc, calf, cp. modern northern dial, sterak
beside st§k; woruhte, worohte (OHG. worahta) beside
worhte (OHG. worhta), he worked, beadu, -o, battle,
gen. dat. beaduwe, -owe beside beadwe; bealu, evil,
gen. bealuwes, -owes beside bealwes; bearu, grove,
bearuwes, -owes beside bearwes; fraetuwe, -ewe beside
fraetwe, trappings; gearu, ready, gen. gearuwes (OHG.
garawes), -owes, -ewes beside gearwes; gearuwe
(OHG. garawa), -ewe beside gearwe (OHG. garwa),
yarrow, geolu, yellow, gen. geoluwes, -o^ves beside
geolwes; melu, meolu, meal, flour, gen. meluwes (OHG.
melawes), -owes, -ewes beside melwes (OHG. melwes) ;
nearu, narrow, gen. nearuwes, -owres> -ewres beside
nearwes; and similarly with several other words,
§ 221. Original short medial vowels in open syllables
regularly remained in trisyllabic forms when the stem-
syllable was short, as aefele, noble; gen. sing, heofonest
metodes, nacodes, rodores, stapoles, waeteres, beside
nom. heofon, heaven; metod, creator \ nacod, naked\
rodor, sky ; stapol, pillar \ waeter, water; gen. dat. sing.
idese beside nom. ides, woman; pret. fremedest from
*framictses, thou didst perform; neredest from *nazidt8es,
thou didst save. On the syncope of i after prim. Germanic

